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her place again amongst the nations of the world. The
curious story Conrad no doubt heard in childhood, and
retained it in his tenacious memory that let nothing
slip that he had heard.

Scattered through the tale are passages evidently
descriptive of the house where he was born. The
"great stone-paved hall, warmed by a monumental
stove of white tiles" so much more comfortable "than
the schoolroom'* that was "always kept at a low tem-
perature," the groom lighting the coach to the stables,
carrying "a blazing ball of tow and resin in an iron
basket at the end of a long stick swung from his saddle
bow/5 all speak of memories of his youth.

If he had retained these recollections of the house,
his memories of the landscape were not less acute, as
"far away to the north the great Lithuanian forest
faced the sun, no higher than a hedge/* This, and his
childish interest in a certain wolf that had been com-
mitting depredations in the neighbourhood, show how
deeply all the surroundings of his childhood's home
had remained vivid in his mind. His hatred of the
Russians shows itself in passages such as the following:

Emperor Nicholas, who always took personal cognizance of all
sentences on the Polish nobility, wrote with his own hand on the
margin, "The authorities are severely warned to take care that this
convict walks in chains (to Siberia) like any other criminal, every
step of the way."

Emperors and kings have written many foolish things on
margins of dispatches and the like, as when Philip II
of Spain wrote on the margin of a dispatch he had re-
ceived from England, telling amongst other things
(perhaps of lesser import) of a plague of lice that had
broken out in Whitehall, "Quizas eran pulgas," "Per-
haps they were fleas."